
THOUGHTS, WORDS, DEEDS/By Rev Dennis Madden 

 I remember an encounter from childhood that has stuck with me to this day 
concerning "thoughts”. I had not gotten around to doing something that my mother 
had told me to do. She asked me why I had not done what she had requested of me. 
I replied that I was certainly intending to and was just "thinking about it”.  Mom 
studied me for a moment to verify the veracity of my statement to her...satisfied 
with its truthfulness she said to me “you know what thoughts did, don’t you?"  I 
remember looking into the kindness of her eyes, puzzled, knowing that she was 
getting at something....."NOTHING son, absolutely nothing"....she said, finishing 
her lesson. Still processing her manner and words, the point she was making 
slowly dawned upon me...that thoughts of good intentions (or anything else for that 
matter) will remain just that, only thoughts, unless we do something about them. 
Bowing up my manhood, I proceeded to march off to do that which I was merely 
just thinking about a few moments ago. I was also motivated by the off chance that 
this matter might get leaked to my dad ('cause man—they were always talking ya 
know) and thereby enter an entirely greater dimension of accountability! Mom was 
actually reasonable. However being wrong with dad was like encountering 
quicksand; the more you tried to squirm out of it the worse it got. 

All the good intentions and great ideas that we have can only manifest if we in fact 
act upon them. As long as something remains a thought only, nothing happens. We 
have been given authority to bring the thoughts of Gods Holy Spirit in us into 
earthly manifestation by speaking them/acting upon them....or not. Faith will cause 
action. Fear will inhibit the correct action. Believe or doubt... it’s our choice. It’s 
always our choice. But be at ease, It is the faith of Jesus resident within you that 
does the actual work. I mean you really weren't fretting over how you were gonna 
psyche your little ol' self up to perform a miracle were you? No, no relax It is God 
in you who does the work and...for His good pleasure. (Phil 2:13) We just trust and 
follow Him...and that can take some courage to act contrary to our comfort zone or 
the morals of the world.  

Words are manifestations of an inner reality and carry a substance that touches 
people/circumstances around us. For instance we can raise another’s blood 
pressure or cause tears with harsh words. Making certain gestures alone can cause 
another person to stop, stand still or jump back...yet in none of these cases did we 



physically make contact with the person. Our words can encourage and calm others 
as well. If our words can do such things how hard is it to believe that Gods words, 
spoken under the anointing of His holy spirit, can do greater things, even 
marvelous things? Aside from written scriptures that we have, how can we know 
the words of God?  By listening and being still and at peace, whether in activity or 
relaxing :  hearing in this present moment, for instance, what His Spirit is speaking 
to you. The more often you allow this to occur the more familiar His voice will 
become to you. His sheep know his voice because they have spent time with Him 
and they follow Him .They trust Him. 

The following sequences may be a crude way of understanding visually and 
therefore helpful to some: 

 SPIRIT------------------>SUBSTANCE OF FAITH  -------------
>MANIFESTATION 

                                                                                                                                                                                                     
THOUGHTS------------------------>WORDS---------------------------------->DEEDS 

 

POTENTIAL------------------------>ACTION----------------------------------
>RESULT  

The words of God, when spoken by his Holy Spirit in us, are powerful/effective 
and cannot return void to Him. These words accomplish that thing to which they 
were sent...for His good pleasure. These words must be His words, and as such, 
carry His desires and His power to accomplish His purpose. Our desires and paltry 
religious sounding words, unaligned with His purpose of heart may satisfy our 
vanity but can do nothing. The words of God are powerful to create. Our father 
God spoke into existence all that is visible and invisible, of this the Bible assures 
us. Do you believe it...will you speak His words . . . Will you act upon His 
authority...It is important what we believe in our hearts because that is what we 
will ultimately do and experience in our lives. If this is too much for our little 
minds to reason out ,its o.k. because god has promised us to give us a new heart, a 
non-self directed heart...one that is big enough to be open and responsive to Him 
and that will do his good pleasure in this world gone mad! 



The following scriptures provided inspiration for this writing: 

By faith we understand that the worlds were framed . . .  (Hebrews 11:3 NKJV) 

Then God said let there be light. . . (Genesis 1:3 NKJV) 

In the beginning was the word . . . (John 1:1) 

For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword 
. . . (Hebrews 4:12 NKJV) 

. . . The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life.  (John 6:63 NKJV) 

. . . I say to you, whoever says to this mountain . . . (Mark 11:23 NKJV) 


